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Item 5.02(b)  Departure of Director.

On March 18, 2010, Michael Casey announced to the Board of Directors of AVI BioPharma, Inc. (“AVI” or the “Company™) his decision to not stand for re-
election at the end of his term as a director of the Company. Mr. Casey’s decision was based solely on personal reasons, and was not the result of any
disagreement with the Company on any matter relating to the Company’s operations, policies, or practices. He will remain a director through the end of his
current term which ends following the 2010 Annual Meeting of the Company’s shareholders.
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SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of Section 13 or 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended, the registrant has duly caused this report to be
signed on its behalf by the undersigned, thereunto duly authorized, in the City of Bothell, State of Washington, on March 24, 2010.

AVI BioPharma, Inc.

By: /s/ Leslie Hudson, Ph.D.

Leslie Hudson, Ph.D.
President and Chief Executive Officer
(Principal Operating Officer)




